Betsy has
As a St. Paul teacher working with students who are deaf/hard of hearing and as an adjunct faculty working with graduate students in Special Education/ Deaf Education at the University of Minnesota, children's literature was a common thread that inspired students' learning. Whether I was preparing to read with a preschooler using My Hands by Aliki, or for graduate students to engage in an animated discussion of Thank You, Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco, children's literature became the foundation for establishing strong teaching and life long learning. I have now retired, but want to see other teachers and librarians kindle this passion. These days, you can fi nd me volunteering in the fi sh bowl on the 3rd fl oor assisting in processing materials that will be archived. I am also preparing to use the archives to develop a program that will allow researchers access to materials in CLRC based on the medium and style of illustrations. I would invite you to nurture your friendship and get involved with Kerlan Friends. You can still "go wild" over Peter Brown at the Chase Lecture and "safari" with Betsy and Ted Lewin at the Kerlan Award Luncheon, but I would also invite you to make this a two way friendship. I hope you become a Kerlan Friend today. Happy 100th Birthday Ezra Jack Keats! Ezra Jack Keats (1916 Keats ( -1983 ) was a pioneer in American children's literature. He based the lives of his multiracial characters on his childhood but added loving parents, friends and pets.
Mary Schultz

Kerlan Collection materials on display at the Twin Cities Book Festival
He wanted no child to be an outsider. "If we could see each other exactly as the other is," he wrote, "this would be a diff erent world." Ezra Jack Keats broke the color barrier in children's literature with the mainstream success of The Snowy Day, in 1962. He believed that all children should be able to see themselves in books they love. The Snowy Day was awarded the Caldecott Medal in 1963, the most distinguished honor available for illustrated children's literature at the time. Peter appears in six more books, growing from a small boy in The Snowy Day to adolescence in Pet Show! The techniques that give The Snowy Day its unique look-collage with cutouts of patterned paper, fabric and oilcloth; homemade snowfl ake stamps; spatterings of India ink with a toothbrush-were methods Ezra had never used before. "I was like a child playing," he wrote of the creation process. "I was in a world with no rules."
Using the royalties from his books the Ezra Jack Keats Foundation builds on Keats's commitment to diversity in children's books through its programing. The Ezra Jack Keats Book Award, which recognizes emerging writers and illustrators whose books refl ect our diverse culture. The Foundation also supports fellowships for the study of children's literature, including the The Ezra Jack Keats/Kerlan Memorial Fellowship
The Ezra Jack Keats/Kerlan Memorial Fellowship provides $1,500 to a "talented writer and/or illustrator of children's books who wishes to use the Kerlan Collection for the furtherance of his or her artistic development."
This fellowship is intended to provide fi nancial assistance for writers and illustrators who wish to use the original manuscripts, illustrations, and books of the Kerlan Collection in course of their professional development. Special consideration will be given to those who would fi nd it diffi cult to fi nance a visit to the Kerlan Collection.
Artist Constance Bergum donated her original illustrations for 13 children's books. 
